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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1879. 



Annual meeting held at Chickering Hall, corner of Eighteenth 
Street and Fifth Avenue, New York, on Tuesday evening, January 
14th, Chief -Justice Daly, President of the Society, in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was, on 
motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows. — Edgar Evertson Saltns, Leonhard Simion, William 
Everett, Arthur B. Graves, William G. Hamilton, Ellis Y. Samuel, 
L. E. Thome. 

Corresponding Member. — Henry F. Walling, Esq., Boston, Mass. 

The Treasurer, Mr. George Cabot Ward, read his annual report, 
showing a cash balance to the credit of the Society, in the general 
fund, of $982.19, and in the permanent fund of 16,727.31. The 
report was accepted and ordered on file. 

The annual report of the Council for 1878 was then read by Mr. 
William Remsen, Chairman, and, on motion, was accepted and 
ordered on file. 

The Committee on Nominations presented the following report : 

The Nominating Committee appointed to select officers to fill 
vacancies, under resolution of the Society passed at its meeting, 
December 12th, 1878, respectfully report the selection of the follow- 
ing nominees for election, in accordance with chap. 5, sec. 2 of the 
by-laws, viz.: 

FoK President — Charles P. Daly, term to expire January, 1880. 

Foe Vick-Pbbsidknt — General George W. Cullum, U. S. Army, 
term to expire January, 1882. 

Fob Foreign Corresponding Secretary — Rev. Roswell D. 
Hitchcock, D.D., term to expire January, 1882. 

For Treasurer — Levi P. Morton, term to expire January, 1880. 

For Counciixoes — William E. Curtis, William H. H. Moore 
George Cabot Ward, Isaac Bernheimer, Paul B. Du Chaillu, terms 
to expire January, 1882, and Egbert L. Viele, term to expire Jan- 
uary, 1880. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) John MacMuLLEN (Chairman), 

Henry W. Dunshee, 
Alexander McLeod Agnew, 

Committee. 
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The above report was, on motion, unanimously adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to a ballot, which resulted in the 
unanimous election of the above-given ticket. 

Major A. G. Constable was introduced, and read a paper upon 
"Afghanistan: the Present Seat of War, and the Relations of 
that country to England and Russia." It was illustrated by stere- 
opticon views. 

On motion, the thanks of the Society were extended to Major 
Constable for his able paper, and a copy of it was requested for 
publication. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of February 11th, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

General George W. Cullum, Vice-President, in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, January 
14th, was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows. — Col. Robert Harris, James G. Cooper, Charles B. 
Dahlgren, Richard P. Williams, Herbert H. Smith, George Hodges, 
Thomas Jordan, Ellwood E. Thorne, R. C. Stone, Myron Griffin 
Peck, Francis Speir, Jr., Henry F. Osborn. 

Chief Justice Daly, President of the Society, was introduced, 
and delivered his "Annual Address upon Cartography: The His- 
tory of Map-making previous to the time of Mercator," illustrated 
with stereopticon views and maps, showing the ideas that have 
prevailed in the world at different periods, as to the nature and 
form of the earth. 

The thanks of the Society, on motion, were given Chief Justice 
Daly, and a copy of his very learned address requested for publi- 
cation. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Special meeting of February 27th, held at Chickering Hall, New 
York. 
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Chief Justice Daly in the chair. 

Lieut. T. B. M. Mason, U. S. Navy, was introduced, and read a 
a paper entitled, " The Preservation of Life at Sea," illustrated by 
stereopticon views and models. 

The thanks of the Society, on motion, were given to Lieut. 
Mason, and a copy of his very able paper requested for publication. 



Meeting of March 11th, held at Chickering Hall, New York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meetings of February 
11th and 27th were, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows. — James Morton Redmond, Richard O'Gorman, Jr., 
Simeon E. Church, G. W. C. Clarke, and James T. Brady. 

General R. E. Colston, late of the General Staff, Egyptian Army, 
delivered a lecture on " Life in the Egyptian Deserts," illustrated 
by stereopticon views, mostly from original drawings. 

The thanks of the Society were extended to General Colston for 
his valuable paper, and a copy of it was requested for publication. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of April 8th, held at Chickering Hall, NeV York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, March 11th, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
council were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows. — William I. Marshall, William Austin, Francis A. Wat- 
son, Oliver Adams, Joseph Agostini, Felix Astoin, John E. Alexandre, 
Charles D. Adams, Mortimer C. Adams, John W. Aitken, Edward 
C. Arthur, Lucius C. Ashley, Henry C. Babcock, Frederick E. 
Mather, A. A. Hayes, Jr., Thomas O'Brien, Theodore B. Bronson, 
and Frederick W. Stevens. 
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Mr. William I. Marshall read a paper on "Two Summers in the 
Yellowstone National Park — with a description of the Wonders of 
that region," illustrated by beautiful colored stereopticon views. 

On motion of Hon. Luther R. Marsh, the thanks of the Society were 
given to Mr. Marshall for his very interesting paper, and a copy of 
it was requested for publication. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of May 13tb, held at Chickering Hall, New York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the Chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the' previous meeting, April 8th, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows. — E. Reuel Smith, Towson Caldwell, Eben Baldwin, Gil- 
bert S. Coddington, George E. Dodge, Edwin Einstein, Robert 
Goelet, Jr., Edward C. Delavan, Ferdinand Motz, Charles H. Wood- 
bury, and Richard Crowley, M. C. 

Mr. A. A. Hayes, Jr., F.R.G.S., read a paper on " Modern Ocean 
Highways," illustrated by stereopticon views. 

On motion, the thanks of the Society were given to Mr. Hayes 
for his interesting paper, and a copy of it was requested for publi- 
cation. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of November 18th, held at Chickering Hall, New York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the Chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. May 13th, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named persons, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society : 

Fellows. — Maurice Wirths, A. O. Lambert, C. A. Barattoni, John 
Fahnestock, Julia Rhinelander, Prof. Charles W. Shields, Capt. 
F. B. Hamilton, U. S. Army, Cornelius R. Agnew, M.D., George 
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Wilcoxson, Edward Gebhard, Francis Lynde Stetson, Catherine L. 
Wolfe, John R. Fellows, Ferdinand P. Earl, R. A. Caldwell, M.D., 
Joseph R. Thompson, Royal C. Vilas, Gen. Edmund S. Bowen, 
Augustus H. Levy, Robert J. Turnbull, Grant Squires, John 
Bleecker Miller, Catherine L. Spencer, S. Nicholson Kane, William 
H. Inman. James Monteith, William Jay, and John Jacob Astor. 

Corresponding Member. — Gen. Horatio G. Wright, Chief of 
Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 

The Rev. Dr. Roswell D. Hitchcock oifered a resolution, which 
was adopted, of regret at the death of the Rev. Joseph Parrish 
Thompson, D.D., LL.D., who had been a member of the Society 
since 1854. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Francis A. Stout, Vice- 
President of the Society, and seconded by Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, was 
adopted : 

Whereas, Mr. James Gordon Bennett, with unabated desire to 
assist in solving the remaining great geographical problems of the 
world, has dispatched the steam yacht Jeannette upon a voyage of 
Arctic discovery through Behring's Straits ; and 

Whereas, The high reputation of its officers for science and 
seamanship, coupled with the thorough and generous preparation 
and outfit provided by Mr. Bennett, and the navy discipline of the 
crew, are as complete an assurance of success as can be afforded ; 
therefore 

Resolved, That this Society congratulates its Fellow and good 
friend, Mr. Bennett, upon the success of the expedition so far as 
heard from, and renews the expression of its appreciation of his 
continued and liberal interest in geographical science. 

Resolved, that the President be requested to transmit this pre- 
amble and resolution to Mr. Bennett. 

The President then introduced the Right Honorable Earl of 
Dunraven, who read a paper on " Moose and Cariboo Hunting in 
the wilds of Canada." 

Dr. Hayes moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to Lord 
Dunraven, for the evening of enjoyment which he had given the 
Society, and a copy of his paper be requested for publication ; 
seconded by Hon. Edwards Pierrepont, and carried unanimously. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 
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Meeting of December 9th, held at Chickering Hall, New York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the Chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pi'evious meeting, November 
18th, was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen on the recommendation of the 
council, were declared duly elected members of the Society : 

Fellows, — Joseph E. Gay, Charles II. Isham, Lucien S. Ashley, 
Samuel B. Dana, Bobert M. Ferris, George W. Childs, Salem T. 
Russell and Samuel Elliott. 

Corresponding Member. — Prof. Raphael Pumpelly, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

The President, upon a motion appointed Messrs. Clinton Roose- 
velt (Chairman), John E. Body and Marshall O. Roberts, as the 
Nominating Committee, to select suitable candidates for officers of 
the Society, under Chapter V, Section 2 of the By-laws, and to re- 
port at the Society's annual meeting in January, 1880. 

Colonel T. Bailey Myers, a member of the Society's Council was 
introduced and read, by request, a paper by Rear-Admiral Daniel 
Ammen, U. S. Navy, on " The Proposed Interoceanic Ship Canal 
Across Nicaragua." 

On motion, the thanks of the Society were extended to AvJmiral 
Ammen, for his very valuable paper, and a copy of it was requested 
for publication. (See Bulletin No. 4, 1879.) 

A motion offered by Col. Myers was passed, that the rooms of the 
Society be opened on evenings to be named hereafter, for the 
further discussion of the Interoceanic Ship Canal subject. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



Special meetings of December 15th, 22d and 29th, held at No 11 
West 29th Street, New York, 

Chief Justice Daly in the Chair. 

The object of the meetings being for the discussion of the Inter- 
oceanic ship canal question. (For details, see Bulletin No. 4, 1879.) 



